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The  Dartford  Union  comprises  17  parishes  ( see  Table  II.)  belonging 
to  the  Rural  District,  together  with  the  Urban  Districts  of  Dartford,  Erith, 
and  Bexley  Heath. 

Population. — The  total  population  of  the  Union  at  the  time  of  the 
Census,  1901,  was  96,051,  viz.,  Dartford,  18,644;  Erith,  25,296 ; Bexley 
Heath,  with  East  Wickham,  14,579,  and  the  Rural  District,  37,532. 


Characteristic  of  District. — The  main  characteristic  of  the  district 
is  the  chalk  formation,  which  everywhere  underlies  gravel  and  loamy  clay  ; 
the  surface  is  undulating,  with  deep  valleys,  for  the  most  part  running  in 
a northerly  direction  towards  the  Thames. 

Area. — The  area  of  the  Rural  District  is  38,390  acres,  and  the  estimated 
population  is  now  (1905)  about  39,305. 

Registration  Districts. — It  is  divided  into  three  districts  for  Regis- 
tration purposes.  The  largest,  the 
Farningham  district,  is  entirely  Rural, 
13,700,  with  3,200  houses.  The  second,  the 
parish  of  Crayford,  is  the  smallest,  with 
a population  of  nearly  7,000,  and  1,300 
houses.  Crayford  consists  of  three  distinct  centres  : the  old  town,  situated 
the  hill  with  the  River  Cray  at  its  foot,  has  several  factories — the 


Farningham. 

and  has  a population  of  about 
Crayford. 


on 


Maxim  Iron  Factories,  Dye  Works,  Tanneries,  &c. : a second  small  portion, 
which  is  immediately  adjacent  to,  and  forms  part  of,  Bexley  Heath  ; the 
north  end,  or  Slades  Green,  which  adjoins  Erith  ; here  the  South  Eastern 
and  Chatham  Railway  Company  own  a large  estate  and  have  their  engine 
sheds,  and  there  are  also  extensive  brickfields.  The  third,  or  Swanscombe 
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and  Stone  district,  has  a large  population 
Swanscombe.  of  OVer  18,000  and  2,800  inhabited  houses  ; 

the  main  industry  is  cement  manufacture.  Coupled  with  Stone  and  Swans- 
combe are  the  rural  parishes  of  Darenth  and  Wilmington.  In  Darenth  are 
the  Metropolitan  Asylum  and  Gore  Farm  Hospital.  Wilmington  is  separated 
from  Crayford  by  Dartford  Heath. 

Inspectors’  Districts. — For  Sanitary  purposes  the  Rural  District  is 
divided  into  four  districts,  each  with  its  own  Inspector,  viz.,  No.  1, 
Farningham ; No.  2,  Crayford;  No.  3,  Swanscombe;  No.  4,  Sutton-at-Hone. 
Each  Inspector  has  charge  of  a set  of  Sanitary  Vans  and  apparatus  and  the 
Sanitary  Work  and  Scavengering  is  carried  out  by  separate  contracts  for 
each  District  under  the  supervision  of  a special  Sanitary  Committee. 

Sanitary  Condition. — The  Sanitary  condition  throughout  the  whole 
of  the  Rural  district  is  satisfactory,  as  will  be  demonstrated  by  the  facts 
brought  out  in  my  Report,  and  the  work  of  each  Inspector  is  reported  in 
detail  (see  end  of  Report). 

House  Accommodation. — The  house  accommodation  differs  much  in 
the  various  districts.  In  the  Rural  parishes  of  the  Farningham  and 
Sutton-at,-Hone  districts,  the  cottages  are  of  the  old  fashioned  type,  many 
of  them  being  of  wood,  more  especially  in  the  Farningham  group  of  parishes. 
This  form  of  cottage  is  very  suitable  for  these  agricultural  places ; they  are 
often  rather  small,  but  as  a rule  they  cannot  be  said  to  be  much  overcrowded, 
they  are  generally  weather-tight,  warm  and  comfortable,  and  in  a fair  state 
of  repair,  and  what  is  most  essential  the  rental  is  very  moderate.  The 
greatest  fault  is  that  in  many  villages  the  number  of  these  is  hardly 
sufficient  for  the  wants  of  the  place. 

Cheap  dwellings. — Brick-built  cottages  are  too  costly  and  as  a rule 
give  little  more  real  accommodation,  usually  they  have  only  four  rooms,  one 
of  which,  the  front  sitting-room  is  little  used;  consequently  there  are  only 
two  bed-rooms  for  parents  and  male  and  female  children. 

Fruit-pickers  Huts. — In  many  of  the  fruit-growing  parishes,  we  have 
groups  of  iron  sheds  which  are  used  by  fruit  pickers  during  the  Spring 
and  Summer  months  : these  are  very  primitive,  yet  they  are  dry  and  water- 
tight and  only  provide  sleeping  accommodation,  but  as  these  people  live 
entirely  out  of  doors  and  are  of  the  lowest  class  they  serve  their  purpose 
and  prevent  the  brick-built  cottages  from  being  overcrowded  by  taking 
these  dirty  people  as  lodgers,  for  I find  that  wherever  such  lodgers  are 
taken  in  it  demoralizes  the  people  and  encourages  dirt  and  filth.  I have 
much  trouble  in  keeping  the  surroundings  of  these  hut-dwellings  in 
moderately  clean  condition,  as  the  ways  of  the  fruit-pickers  are  so 
destructive  that  the  farmers  are  unwilling  to  spend  much  in  improving 
the  accommodation.  A water-supply  near  at  hand  is  always  provided. 

Cottages. — In  all  other  parts  of  the  district  and  in  the  semi-Urban 
villages,  the  cottages  are  all  brick  built  and  the  rental  is  generally  high — 
many  of  these  are  rows  of  houses  which  are  badly  built  and  we  have  much 
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trouble  in  getting  necessary  repairs  carried  out,  whilst  in  the  newer 
populous  districts  there  is  little  to  complain  about,  as  the  houses  have  mostly 
been  built  under  byelaws  and  the  supervision  of  the  Inspectors.  The 
plans  for  all  new  houses  have  to  bo  passed  by  a committee  of  the  Council 
before  any  building  can  be  commenced  and  the  Inspectors  have  to  supervise 
and  certify  the  work  as  it  goes  on. 

Bye-laws — Some  of  the  parishes  of  the  Rural  district  have  bye-laws 
for  buildings,  others  for  sanitary  purposes,  but  there  is  no  uniformity  ; some 
parishes  have  none  whilst  those  which  have  find  them  in  many  cases  far 
too  stringent  and  uncalled  for,  causing  great  inconvenience  and  expense 
without  any  commensurate  gain  ; only  four  parishes  have  bye-laws  for 
sanitary  purposes. 

I have  applied  to  the  Council  to  have  these  anomalies  remedied  and 
they  have  appointed  a Committee  to  thoroughly  go  into  the  matter  and 
frame  such  new  bye-laws  as  they  may  find  to  be  necessary. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. — We  have  two  main  sewers  running  through 
the  District.  The  Darenth  Valley  sewer  runs  parallel  with  the  River 
Darentli  in  a northerly  direction  and  the  West  Kent  sewer  follows  the 
River  Cray  in  its  course  through  Crayford,  the  two  sewers  uniting  near  the 
Thames,  into  a common  outfall.  Recently  the  parish  of  Crayford  has  been 
sewered  and  their  drains  discharge  into  the  West  Kent  sewer  before  its 
junction  with  the  Darenth  valley.  Along  the  course  of  the  Darenth  valley 
sewer  several  villages  drain  into  it,  viz,  Lullingston,  Eynsford,  Farningham, 
part  of  Horton  Kirby,  the  Hawley  portion  of  Sutton-at-Hone,  & Wilmington  ; 
all  other  parts  of  the  Rural  district  drain  into  cesspools  which  are  emptied 

by  the  sanitary  vans.  This  work  is  done 
Sanitary  Vans.  by  con tract  and  the  Inspectors,  with  a 

foreman  for  each  set  of  vans  (usually  three  vans  for  each  locality),  are 
responsible  for  regulating  the  work  done  by  the  contractors  and  have  the 
care  of  the  vans  and  tackle  as  well  as  the  supply  of  disinfectants.  This 
system  answers  very  well  and  the  work  which  is  done  during  the  day 
time,  is  kept  well  in  hand  with  very  little  annoyance  to  the  public.  Large 
quantities  of  disinfectants  are  used  which  prevent  any  material  effluvium 
during  the  operation  of  pumping.  The  chief  objections  to  this  method  of 
sewage  disposal  are  : firstly,  the  constant  presence  of  these  sanitary  vans 
in  populous  places  ; secondly,  the  heavy  expense  entailed  ; and,  thirdly,  the 
difficulty  we  find  in  securing  suitable  places  for  shooting  the  contents  of 
the  vans. 

We  are  about  to  try  a new  method  of  emptying  the  vans  into  a sort 
of  septic  tank  with  filtering  beds  to  deodorise  the  effluent  ; if  this 
answers  it  may  save  much  time  and  expense,  as  the  vans  have  +o  travel 
long  distances  over  field  tracks  and  bye-ways  to  the  various  shoots  which 
are  difficult  to  obtain  in  semi-urban  places.  All  our  sewers  are  ventilated 
with  air  inlets  and  upcast  shafts  and  the  drains  are  all  cut  off  and  trapped 
outside  the  house,  both  in  country  and  populous  places.  By  digging  out 
the  bottom  of  old  cesspools  where  the  soil  is  porous,  the  work  of  cesspool 
emptying  has  been  lessened  and  the  number  of  loads  to  be  moved  much 
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diminished  and,  in  wet  weather,  this  enables  the  Inspector  to  keep  the  work 
well  in  hand,  which  was  almost  impossible  before,  owing  to  the  increase  of 
houses  and  the  difficulty  we  find  in  keeping  storm-water  and  leaking 
water-taps  from  too  rapidly  filling  the  cesspools.  The  privy  pits  are  partly 
emptied  by  pumping  but  frequently  by  digging  out  and  using  a tumbril 
cart. 

House  Refuse. — I have  a regular  system  for  the  removal  of  house  refuse 
monthly  in  rural  districts,  but  once  a fortnight  in  populous  places.  All 
houses  have  to  provide  dust-bins,  this  work  is  also  done  by  contract  and 
the  contractors  have  no  difficulty  in  disposing  of  the  ashes  &c,  as  there 
are  numerous  brick-fields  in  the  district.  In  semi-urban  places  once  a 
fortnight  is  hardly  sufficient  for  the  removal  of  ashes  and  house-refuse,  and 
I most  strongly  urge  the  Council  to  have  the  work  done  weekly,  when 
the  next  contracts  are  made.  It  would  conduce  to  health  and  cleanliness, 
and  the  slight  increase  in  the  contracts  would  be  money  well  spent. 

Water  Supply. — The  water  supply  is  almost  entirely  from  the  water 
companies’  mains.  The  Mid  Kent  Company  supply  the  rural  parishes  of  Ash, 
Kingsdown.  Fawkham,  Longfield  and  Hartley,  whilst  the  rest  of  the  district 
is  supplied  by  the  Metropolitan  Water  Board.  The  water  mains  are  laid 
very  generally  throughout  the  district  and  it  is  only  outlying  hamlets  and 
houses  which  are  still  dependent  on  wells.  The  water  is  of  the  best  quality 
and  where  wells  are  used  they  are  all  free  from  any  risk  of  pollution  and 
are  all  regularly  inspected,  no  river  water  is  used  for  drinking  purposes. 
The  Metropolitan  Water  Board  have  three  Pumping  Stations  in  the  Rural 
District,  one  at  Southfleet,  one  at  Wilmington,  and  the  third  in  the  Barenth 
Valley,  about  a mile  from  Wilmington  and  close  adjacent  to  the  bed  of  the 
River  Darenth.  This  pumping  station  sucks  the  adjacent  surface  springs, 
etc.,  to  such  an  extent  that  they  ebb  and  flow  according  to  the  pumping. 
This  water  must  be  liable  to  pollution,  but  the  Water  Company  deny  this. 

Lodging  Houses. — There  is  only  one  common  lodging  house  in  my 
district,  which  has  been  put  into  a satisfactory  sanitary  state. 

Dairies,  &c. — The  slaughter-houses,  dairies,  cow-sheds  and  milk- 
shops  are  regularly  inspected  and  kept  whitewashed,  they  are  generally 
in  good  order,  and  well  cared  for. 

Milk  Supply  . — The  milk  supply  is  not  always  satisfactory;  I constantly 
receive  serious  complaints  about  its  inferior  quality.  I have  reported  this 
to  the  Board  but  as  neither  the  Sanitary  Authority,  the  Medical  Officer,  or 
his  Inspectors  have  any  control  over  the  milk  trade  we  can  do  nothing  but 
complain.  There  is  no  regular  supervision  of  the  milk  trade,  with  the  result 
that  this  all  important  article  of  infantile  diet  is  freely  adulterated,  which 
contributes  to  illness  and  diarrhoea  amongst  children,  not  infrequently 
leading  to  the  death  of  delicate  infants. 

I must  here  call  attention  to  the  grave  error  in  fixing  the  standard  of 
pure  milk  by  allowing  water  to  be  added  to  reduce  rich  milk  to  a certain 
standard  for  legal  purposes.  This  seems  unnecessary  and  gives  the 


milkman  an  excuse  for  adding  water,  as  is  proved  by  the  fact  that  they  all 
have  their  tubes  for  sampling  the  milk.  Some  alteration  in  the  method  of 
controlling  and  dealing  with  the  general  milk  supply  is  urgently  needed 
and  it  should  be  separated  from  the  regulations  for  dealing  with  the 
adulteration  of  other  articles  of  diet. 

Under  the  “Food  and  Drugs  Act”  the  police  take  samples  under  the 
County  Council,  and  prosecutions  from  time  to  time  take  place ; milkmen 
take  their  chance  of  what  may  follow  (possibly  a small  fine),  but  there  the 
supervision  ends  as  there  is  no  one  to  supervise  them,  and  the  milk  supplied, 
until  another  raid  takes  place,  may  be  and  often  is  of  a highly  indifferent 
quality.  The  police  have  other  duties  to  perform  and  the  public  not 
unnaturally  complain  and  look  for  some  more  efficacious  and  real  protection. 

The  Medical  Officer  and  his  inspectors  have  charge  of  the  cow-houses, 
and  milkshops.  Why  is  it  that  they  have  no  control  over  the  milk  distributed 
throughout  the  district?  There  is  a Sanitary  Inspector  in  each  division 
and  it  would  be  little  trouble  for  him  to  obtain  an  accurate  knowledge  and 
full  particulars  as  to  the  quality  of  milk  supplied  at  all  seasons  of  the  year. 
He  would  know  when  it  was  advisable  to  take  samples  and  being  on  the 
spot  he  would  exercise  a useful  check  on  adulteration  and  he  would  also  be 
a protection  to  the  honest  purveyor  from  the  injury  done  to  him  by  the 
frauds  of  the  less  scrupulous. 

If  the  County  Council  would  delegate  to  the  District  Authority  the 
duty  of  supervising  the  milk  supply  and  taking  samples,  for  which  powers 
are  given  under  the  General  Orders  of  the  Local  Government  Board  as  to 
Medical  Officers  of  Health  (Art.  18,  Sect.  8),  very  great  benefit  to  the  public 
would  result,  and,  if  thought  fit,  the  police  could  deal  with  the  prosecutions 
on  the  report  of  the  Analyst. 

Abatement  of  Nuisances, — The  work  done  under  this  heading  is 
tabulated  in  the  report  of  the  four  Inspectors  from  which  it  will  be  seen 
that  a very  thorough  supervision  of  all  Sanitary  conditions  is  constantly 
kept  up  throughout  the  year.  The  Inspectors  are  in  regular  communication 
with  me  and  at  once  report  all  serious  defects  and  fresh  insanitary  conditions 
and  we  inspect  them  together.  All  parts  of  the  district  are  frequently 
visited  in  company  with  them  and  in  all  cases  of  serious  outbreak  of 
infectious  disease  we  make  a house-to-house  inspection. 

From  time  to  time  I have  to  obtain  a Statutary  Order  to  enforce  the 
abatement  of  nuisances  which  is  generally  sufficient  and  with  one  exception 
no  legal  steps  have  been  necessary  to  obtain  compliance  with  the  order. 

Last  summer  I had  to  report  a serious  nuisance  from  the  importation 
of  house  refuse  and  decaying  rubbish  by  rail  from  Lewisham,  which  is 
unloaded  and  carted  in  large  quantities  from  Fawkliam  Station  at  Longfielcl 
and  used  to  fill  up  extensive  excavations  and  gravel  holes.  The  nuisance, 
arising  from  the  foul  smells  and  droppings  from  the  carts  as  well  as  from 
the  plague  of  flies,  was  so  great  last  summer,  that  serious  complaints 
were  made  to  the  Council  and  as  no  abatement  of  the  nuisance  was 
attempted,  in  spite  of  several  Council  orders,  legal  proceedings  were  com- 
menced. The  nuisance  still  continues  but  arrangements  have  been  made 
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to  abate  it  by  making  a siding,  away  from  the  village,  which  we  hope  may 
prove  sufficient  for  the  purpose. 

Inspection  of  District- — At  various  times  of  the  year  I make  a house- 
to-house  inspection  of  the  whole  District,  in  which  the  Inspectors  generally 
accompany  me.  In  this  way  all  the  villages  and  places  are  visited  in  turn, 
and  their  sanitary  condition  kept  well  under  observation. 

Notification  of  Infectious  Disease.— Our  method  of  dealing  with 
Infectious  diseases  lias  proved  highly  satisfactory,  as  during  the  past  year 
we  have  been  free  from  any  general  outbreak  of  the  notifiable  infectious 
diseases. 

The  notifications  are  sent  to  the  Inspector,  who  forwards  them  to  me 
either  by  post  or  telegraph  ; he  at  once  visits  the  house  and  supplies  dis- 
infectants, giving  the  necessary  orders  for  their  use  and  if  possible  has  the 
patient  removed  to  the  Hospital ; after  the  removal  he  disinfects  the  room 
and  sees  that  all  infected  articles  are  put  into  the  cart  for  disinfection  by 
the  steam  apparatus  at  the  Hospital  and  these  are  taken  back  the  next  day 
by  another  cart. 

In  the  case  of  a child,  he  also  notifies  the  teacher  of  the  outbreak  and 
no  child  from  an  infected  house  is  allowed  to  return  to  school  'without  a 
certificate  from  the  Inspector,  which  is  issued  under  my  directions. 

Factory  and  Workshops*  Hct. 

In  reporting  on  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Act  and  its  adminis- 
tration in  the  Rural  District  there  is  little  of  great  importance  to  record, 
as  we  have  few  indoor  factories  or  workshops  where  several  hands  are 
employed,  and  those  we  have  are  mostly  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Factory  Inspector. 

The  Inspectors  keep  up  a regular  inspection  of  the  workshops,  and 
although  a few  defective  conditions  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  are  found, 
no  difficulty  has  occurred  in  getting  their  recommendations  carried  out  for 
the  removal  of  any  sanitary  faults. 

Beside  the  ordinary  workshops  we  have  two  steam  Laundries,  one  at 
Wilmington,  the  other  at  St.  Mary’s  Home,  Stone.  These  are  both  kept 
under  very  satisfactory  conditions  and  the  Sanitary  Conveniences  are  well 
looked  after. 

There  are  several  large  Paper  Mills,  which  are  also  kept  in  good  sanitary 
condition  and  constantly  visited  by  myself  and  the  Inspectors. 

The  Bakehouses  are  numerous  and  it  is  only  the  under-ground  ones 
which  have  caused  any  trouble  ; of  these  we  had  eight  in  use  in  1903,  and 
one  not  used,  but  in  course  of  renovation  and  for  which  the  certificate  was 
granted  in  1904  : of  these  eight — one  was  replaced  by  a new  bakehouse  ; 
another  received  a certificate  but  was  afterwards  replaced  by  a new 
building  above  ground ; five  others  received  the  certificate  after  completing 
satisfactory  alterations  ; one  still  remains  to  be  certified,  but  owing  to 
peculiar  surrounding  sajritary  conditions  the  granting  of  the  certificate  is 
deferred,  and  all  necessary  alterations  will  be  completed  as  soon  as  possible. 
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Home  Work, — We  have  no  millinery  or  dress-making  establishments, 
where  more  than  two  hands  are  employed,  and  no  other  kind  of  Home-work 
is  carried  on. 

Each  Inspector  keeps  a register  of  all  Factories,  Workshops  and  Work- 
places for  his  own  district. 

The  Official  Statistical  Tables  are  forwarded  with  this  Report — of 
which  a summary  is  annexed. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  1904 

FOR  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  DARTFORD. 

Factories,  Workshops,  Laundries,  Workplaces,  and  Home-work. 

1.— INSPECTION. 


Including  Inspection  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

Number  of 

Inspections. 

Written 

Notices. 

Prosecution. 

Factories 

Workshops 

Workplaces 

Home-workers’  Premises 

Constant 

99 

9^ 

99 

12 

— 

Total 

— 

12 

none 

2.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Number  of  Defects. 

Number  of 

Particulars. 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector. 

Prosecutions 

Nuisance  under  the  Public  Health  Acts:  — 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

5 

5 

Want  of  Ventilation 

3 

3 

Other  Nuisances 

5 

5 

[Insufficient  ... 
Sanitary  Accommodations  j Unsuitable  or 

7 

7 

2 

' Defective... 

1 

1 

Offences  under  Factory  and  Workshop  Acts — 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bakehouse 
Breach  of  special  sanitary  requirements 

3 

2 

for  bakehouses 

3 

3 

1 

Total 

27 

26 

3 

None 
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3.— OTHER  MATTERS. 


Class. 

: \ 

Number. 

Underground  Bakehouses. — 

In  use  during  1903 

Certificates  granted  j 

In  use  at  the  end  of  1904 

8 

7 

7 

Bomeivork 

None 

Workshops  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  1904  — 
Bakehouses  ... 

Workshops 

50 

94 

Total  number  of  Workshops  on  the  Register  ... 

144 

Population. 

The  total  population  of  the  Rural  District  according  to  the  census  of 
1901  was  39,193,  but  owing  to  East  Wickham  being  transferred  to  Bexley 
Urban  District  these  figures  must  be  reduced  to  37,532.  I now  estimate  it 
at  39,305.  This  represents  the  natural  increase  from  the  excess  of  births 
over  deaths,  but  this  estimate  is  probably  in  excess  of  our  population,  as 
partly  owing  to  the  depression  in  trade,  but  mainly,  in  the  riverside  parishes, 
from  the  closure  of  several  Cement  Factories,  numerous  families  have  left 
the  district  and  many  houses  are  empty,  The  population  of  the  District  is 
largely  increased  by  the  number  of  public  institutions,  of  which  the  average 
number  of  inmates  is  as  follows. 


Name  of  Institution. 

Inmates 

Average. 

Staff  in 

Building. 

Staff 

living 

outside. 

Total. 

Metropolitan  Imbecile  asylum,  Darenth  - 

1945 

301 

103 

2349 

City  of  London  Asylum  - 

,,  ,,  ,,  private  patients 

306  \ 

259  j 

81 

13 

659 

Gore  Farm  Hospital  (partly  empty) 

248 

55 

17 

320 

White  Oak  School  Opthalmic  Hospital 

270 

72 

14 

Parkwood  Convalescent  Hospital,  Horton 
Kirkby,  near  Swanley  - - 

93 

30 

9 

32 

132 

Kettlewell,  S.  Bartholomew,  Convalescent 
Hospital,  Swanley  Junction  - 

63 

20 

115 

Little  Boys’  Home,  Hextable  ... 

125 

21 

146 

Little  Boys’  Home,  South  Darenth  - 

329 

29 

7 

365 

St.  Mary’s  Home,  Stone  - - - 

60 

10 
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“ Arethusa,”  Training  Ship  for  Boys 
“Warspite,”  1 raining  Ship  for  Boys 

210 

16 

226 

“Worcester,”  Mercantile  Marine 

130 

35 

— 

11 


The  following  Table  gives  the  area,  &c.,  of  each  Parish  in  Acres, 


Inhabited  Houses,  Population,  Persons  per  Acre,  Persons  per  House,  Births, 
Deaths,  and  Families  per  House,  these  amount  to  6,892,  giving  an  average  of 
5’4  persons  to  a family,  compared  with  4*8  for  the  County,  and  4‘4  for  London. 


— 

SUB-DISTRICTS. 

PARISHES. 

Acreage. 

1 Persons  per  Acre. 

Number  of 
Inhabited  Houses. 

CD 

t! 

— ” 

Ctl 

r 

1881 

opulatioi 

1891 

i. 

1901 

Males. 

Females. 

Persons  per  House. 

IS 

1 

£ 

04 

*5 

£ 

«« 

0) 

Q 

Deaths  of  Infants  1 

under  1 vear.  1 

Death  Rate.  j 

1881 

1891 

1901 

No.  IV. 

SUTTON-AT-HONE. 

Mr.  Tiley. 

Acreage,  10,461. 

* Population,  11,116. 

No.  I. 

FARNINGHAM. 

Mr.  Longhurst 

Acreage,  15,803. 
Population,  4,695. 

Sutton-at-Honc 
Horton  Kirby... 

Darenth  

Crocketihill  ... 

Eynsford 

Eyvsford  

Lullingstone  ... 
Farningham  ... 

Kingsdown 

Ash  

Ridley 

Hartley  

Fawkham 

Longfield 

Cray  ford 
Wilmington  ... 

Swanscombe  ... 
Stone 

Southfieet 

Totals 

3625 

2841 

2223 

1-7 

•6 

•4 

403 

247 

146 

691 

274 

155 

182 

879 
314 
191 
19  J 

912 

305 

211 

2068 

1511 

700 

820 

3847 

1551 

2891 

892 

4650 

1884 

3193 

1089 

2289 

1104 

1697 

571 

236 

78 

179 

51 

1 

0 

6 

8 

5*3 

6-0 

4*8 

141 

47 

35 

75 

25 

11 

22 

10 

1 

15-4 

128 

31 

•5 

332 

376 

404 

427 

1700 

1841 

2004 

1037  96 

1 

7 

4-5 

59 

27 

8 

139 

| 3544 

1557 

2739 

2813 

3074 

834 

1211 

1198 

6051 

•06 

•48 

•17 

•19 

•07 

•23 

•23 

1-0 

11 

159 

81 

138 

15 

62 

46 

63 

194 

13 

165 

85 

139 

15 

56 

53 

99 

214 

15 

242 

99 

128 

14 

03 

55 

128 

15 

281 

103 

133 

14 

63 

55 

129 

880 

73 

892 

411 

632 

65 

254 

237 

328 

949 

64 

879 

412 

619 

86 

272 

232 

498 

915 

97 

1328 

506 

608 

64 

284 

276 

617 

6572 

1932 

466 

46 

657 

258 

318 

33 

154 

130 

317 

449 

51 

671 

248 

290 

31 

130 

146 

300 

6-4 

54 

5-1 

4-7 

4-0 

4- 5 

5- 0 
4-8 

4 

40 

12 

15 

2 

10 

5 

24 

19 

7 

5 

2 

3 

2 

8 

6 

2 

1 

1 

•o 

13-7 

13-0 

7-9 

30-3 

101 

6-8 

12*0 

No.  II. 

CRAYFORD. 

Mr.  Miles. 

Acreage,  4,173. 
Population  8,504. 

2455 

1718 

2-6 

1-12 

872 

277 

1045 

352 

1272 

402 

1314 

433 

4347 

1388 

5268 

1722 

3463 

985 

3109 

947 

5*0 

4-0 

212 

52 

83 

32 

23 

12-0 

15-7 

No.  III. 

SWANSCOMBE. 

Mr.  Goreham 

Acreage,  7,559. 
Population,  13,217. 

2141 

3009 

2409 

3-2 

1-7 

•45 

720 

347 

190 

1194 

590 

202 

1329 

852 

222 

1375 

889 

233 

1 

4541 

2550 

922 

6577 

3781 

968 

6975 

5131 

1111 

3758 

2629 

573 

3217 

3502 

538 

5*2 

6-0 

5-0 

174 

160 

29 

95 

51 

10 

20 

21 

4 

130 

9-3 

8-6 

37996 

10 

4109 

5504 

6609  6892 

1 

22649 

32721 

37532*  19448 

1808 

4 

5‘6 

* j 

1021 

455 

128 

11-5 

n-1  -the  cen.su®  19®!  was  taken  East  Wickham,  population  1661,  was  included  in  Dartford  Rural 
District,  It  is  now  in  the  Bexley  District  which  reduces  the  figures  39,193  to  37,532. 
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Birth  Rate. 

There  were  1,021  Births  registered  (503  males  518  females,  a decrease 
37  on  1903  and  92  less  than  in  1902  ; of  these  36  were  illegitimate~3'4  per 
cent  of  all  births. 

The  following  table  gives  the  births  for  each  quarter, — 


1st  Quarter. 

2nd  Quarter. 

3rd  Quarter. 

4th  Quarter. 

Total. 

Males 

- 

- 

143 

Ill 

129 

120 

503 

Females 

- 

- 

127 

127 

131 

133 

518 

Total 

- 

- 

270 

238 

260 

253 

1021 

The  birth  rate  for  the  year  is  2P9,  whilst  that  of  England  and  Wales  is  27*9,  which  is 
0‘5  per  1000  less  than  in  1903  and  lower  than  the  rate  of  any  other  year  on  record.  Compared 
with  the  average  of  the  last  ten  years,  the  birth  rate  in  1901  shows  a decrease  of  1*03 
per  1000. 

There  has  been  a considerable  falling  off  in  the  number  of  births,  but 
on  comparing  the  average  number  in  each  Parish  for  the  past  ten  years, 
(see  Table  II  at  end,)  I find  that  the  greatest  diminution  is  in  Swanseombe  ; 
here  the  falling-off  is  remarkable,  50  less  than  last  year,  whilst  the 
fluctuations  in  the  other  parishes  are  slight. 

Deaths. 

During  1904,  527  people  (296  males  and  231  females)  were  registered 
as  dying  within  the  district  and  56  in  public  institutions  outside.  This  is 
an  increase  of  54  over  last  year,  but  43  below  the  average  of  the  last  ten 
years ; 

Of  these  138  occurred  amongst  persons  not  actually  belonging  to  the 
district,  five  being  strangers  and  133  residents  in  public  Institutions,  viz. : — 


Deaths. 

Darenth  Metropolitan  Asylum  94 

City  of  London  Asylum  34 

Park  wood  Convalescent  Hospital 1 

S.  Bartholomew’s  Kettlewell  Homes  1 

White  Oak  Eye  Hospital  1 

“Warspite  ” Training  Ship 1 

“ Arethusa  ” Training  Ship 1 


133 

To  find  the  corrected  number  of  deaths,  these  138  have  to  be  deducted 
being  non-residents,  whilst  56  have  to  be  added  i.e.  residents  belonging  to 
the  district  who  died  outside  of  it  at  the  following  Institutions,  viz. : — 


Dartford  Union  Infirmary  

Deaths. 

50 

Bow  Arrow  Isolation  Hospital 

2 

Joyce  Green  Small-pox  Hospital 

1 

Livingstone  Cottage  Hospital 

3 

56 

13 


Hence  after  deducting  138  and  adding  56  we  have  445  as  the  corrected 
number  of  deaths. 

The  following  Table  gives  the  Deaths  for  each  quarter  : 


Quarter  ending. 

31st  March 

30th  June 

3rd  Sept. 

31st  Dec. 

Total 

Whole  District  ... 

93 

73 

124 

104 

394 

Public  Institution 

46 

34 

21 

32 

133 

Total  ... 

139 

107 

145 

136 

527 

Public  Institutions  outside 
the  District  ... 

12 

12 

12 

20 

56 

Death  Rate,  11*5. 

527  registered  deaths  with  a population  of  39,305  gives  a gross  death 
rate  of  13*4,  but  the  corrected  number  of  deaths  455  gives  the  true  death 
rate  which  is  1 1*5. 

The  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  (Rural)  is  15’3  per  1,000.  The 
death  rate  11*5  for  the  Rural  District  is  slightly  in  excess  of  that  of  1903, 
which  was  10*2,  but  this  is  considerably  below  the  average  of  the  last  ten 
years,  which  was  13*3.  The  excess  over  last  year  is  accounted  for  by  the 
wide-spread  epidemic  of  Measles,  which  caused  14  deaths  against  two  last 
year,  and  the  increased  number  of  deaths  from  Diarrhrsea,  which  was  due  to 
climatic  differences.  As  to  the  other  causes  of  death  there  was  nothing  to 
comment  upon. 

The  following  Table  gives  the  Birth  and  Death  Rate  for  the  past  ten  years  : 


Year. 

Birth-rate  per  1000. 

Death-rate  per  1000. 

1895 

28-5 

13-7 

1896 

28*9 

13.4 

1897 

28-3 

14-3 

1898 

27*2 

1ST 

1899 

28-6 

14*3 

1900 

28*3 

13*2 

1901 

27-9 

14*5 

1902 

29-2 

13*7 

1903 

27-2 

10*2 

1904 

25-9 

11-5 

Infant  Mortality. 


1904 

1903 

1902 

The 

- 

death  of  infants  under  1 year  were  

128 

107 

132 

” 

„ persons  between  1 year  and  60 

150 

163 

248 

„ 

„ „ 60  years  and  upwards 

177 

129 

146 

The  r|ite  of  mortality  of  infants  under  one  year  per  1,000  births  was 
125,  the  average  rate  for  the  past  ten  years  being  136,  whilst  that  for  the 
Rural  Districts  of  England  and  Wales  was  also  125,  which  is  also  consider- 
ably belov^  the  mean  of  the  last  ten  years. 

The  infant  death  rate  per  1,000  deaths  is  281,  and  the  whole  population 
3-4  per  1,000. 

The  infant  mortality  again  this  year  has  been  very  low  partly  from  the 
general  healthy  conditions,  but  also  from  the  small  amount  of  diarrhoea 
which  is  sjo  often  the  main  cause  of  high  death  rates  amongst  infants. 

It  may  be  interesting  to  know  the  causes  and  distribution  of  the  128 
deaths  of  infants  under  one  year. 
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Diseases. 

1 

f 

< 

Crayford. 

Darenth. 

Eynsford.  . 

Farningham. 

Horton. 

Kingsdown . 

-4-3 

o 

<X> 

rG 

-4.3 

O 

xn 

Stone. 

Sutton. 

Swanscombc. 

Wilmington. 

Union. 

Total. 

Measles  ...  | 

... 

1 

2 

3 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

1 

2 

; ■ 2 ' 

••• 

1 

8 

Diarrhoea  ...  

1 

■7 

... 

4 

1 

4 

1 

2 

4. 

6 

5 

3 

... 

38 

Tubercular  

... 

2 

... 

... 

i 

2 

. ••• 

4 

Premature  Birth 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

4 

6 

1 

18 

Accidents  ■!  

1 

1 

2 

1 

5 

Bronchitis,  

... 

3 

1 

1 

1 

l 

1 

3 

4 

2 

... 

1 

18 

Other  Causes  

1 

7 

3 

2 

2 

... 

6 

4 

5 

4 

34 

Total  

2 

23 

1 

8 

6 

10 

2 

3 

20 

22 

20 

9 

2 

128 
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PART  II  (A). 

Deaths  from  Constitutional  Causes. 

Phthisis. — Pulmonary  consumption  causes  30  deaths,  the  other 
tubercular  diseases  11,  altogether  41  deaths  from  Tubercular  complaints. 

The  death  rate  from  Phthisis  is  '76  per  1,000  population  and  for  general 
tubercular  disease  *29  per  1 ,000. 

Tubercular  disease  therefore  caused  9*0  per  cent  of  all  deaths. 

The  deaths  are  fairly  distributed  over  the  various  parishes  according 
to  their  population. 

Last  year,  I had  to  call  attention  to  the  excessive  number  of  deaths  from 
consumption  at  the  Darenth  Asylum,  but  this  year  there  has  been  a 
considerable  diminution  in  the  number  of  cases. 

Cancer. — Cancer  caused  27  deaths  (11  males,  16  females)  equal  to  *9  per 
1,000  about  the  average  number  for  recent  years.  It  was  not  specially 
prevalent  in  any  one  parish. 

Diseases  of  Respiration,— Diseases  of  the  respiratory  organ,  including 
Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  etc.,  caused  68  deaths,  two  thirds  of  these  were 
children  under  five  years  of  age.  The  comparative  immunity  from  Influenza 
la,st  year  and  the  generally  mild  weather  contributed  to  the  still  small 
mortality  from  these  diseases. 

The  number  of  deaths  were  54  in  1903,  75  in  1902,  and  81  in  1901. 

Uncertified  Deaths. 

ft 

Six  Deaths  were  registered  as  uncertified : 5 in  Crayford,  and  one  in 
Sutton. 

There  were  six  deaths  in  the  District  among  non-resident  strangers. 
Two  Infants,  one  in  a hut,  one  in  a caravan,  two  drowned  and  two  found  dead 
on  the  road. 

Inquests, 

1 , r , , • • 

Coroner’s  Inqrtests  were  held  in  32  cases— six  per  cent  of  all  deaths  and 
*78  per  1,000  population. 

Of  these  inquests,  14  were  returned  as  from  natural  causes ; five  from 
suffocation ; three  from  suicide ; three  from  drowning  ; and,  seven  from 
accidents  of  varibtis  kinds. 

' PART  II  (B.) 

Zymotic  (Infectious)  Disease  Notifiable. 

The  following  diseases,  Small-pox,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Typhoid 
Fever,  Erysipelas,  and  Puerperal  Fever,  have  to  be  notified  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  by  the  doctor,  or  by  the  parent. 
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During  1904  five  deaths  were  registered  from  Diphtheria,  none  from 
Scarlet  Fever,  14  from  Measles,  12  from  Whooping  Cough,  one  from  Typhoid 
Fever,  none  from  Erysipelas,  one  from  Puerperal  Fever,  one  from  Small-pox, 
49  from  Diarrhoea,  and  Enteritis,  and  13  from  Influenza. 

These  various  Zymotic  or  Infectious  diseases  together  caused  96  deaths 
against  59  in  1903  and  88  in  1902,  and  correspond  to  a death  rate  of  2*4  per 
1,000  against  1*5  in  1903  and  2*2  in  1902. 

The  Zymotic  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  (rural)  was  P8  per  1,000 
against  2*05,  1*64,  1'46  respectively  in  the  three  preceding  years. 

During  1904,  222  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified,  of  which  36 
were  Diphtheria,  97  Scarlet  Fever,  41  Enteric  Fever,  40  Erysipelas,  four 
Puerperal  Fever,  and  four  Small-pox ; of  these  97  were  admitted  into  the 
Isolation  Hospital  at  Bow  Arrow  Lane  and  the  four  small-pox  cases  to  the 
new  Small-pox  Hospital  at  Joyce  Green,  which  was  opened  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year. 

On  comparing  the  number  of  cases  with  those  of  previous  years  we  find 
that  excluding  all  cases  of  Small-pox,  there  were  218  last  year  against  205 
in  1903,  433  in  1902,  and  380  in  1901. 

The  fact,  that  the  considerable  reduction  in  the  number  of  cases  of 
notifiable  infectious  diseases  and  in  epidemic  outbreaks  is  still  maintained 
is  noteworthy  and  points  to  the  improved  sanitary  condition  of  the  district. 

During  the  year  1904  Eynsford  with  Crockenhill  and  Crayford  are  the 
only  parishes  which  have  suffered  from  any  serious  outbreaks  of  infectious 
disease.  Thore  was  an  outbreak  of  Scarlet  Fever  at  Eynsford  in  the  autumn ; 
Diphtheria  broke  out  at  Crockenhill  just  before  Christmas ; and  Crayford 
has  had  scattered  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  throughout  the  year,  all  of  a 
simple  type.  In  the  Autumn  there  was  an  outbreak  of  Enteric  Fever  at 
Darenth  Asylum,  which  is  reported  upon  under  that  heading. 

(1).  Scarlet  Fevers — 97  Cases  were  notified  of  which  66  were  removed 
to  Hospital.  It  was  of  a mild  type  and  caused  no  death.  In  August  and 
September  a slight  outbreak,  supposed  to  have  been  imported  from  London 
occurred  in  Eynsford  village,  where  14  cases  were  notified.  All  of  these 
were  sent  to  Hospital  and  both  the  schools  were  closed.  The  school  closure 
at  once  checked  the  spread  of  the  disease  and  there  has  been  no  case  since 
the  beginning  of  November. 

In  Crockenhill,  within  two  miles  of  Eynsford  four  cases  were  notified, 
between  June  and  September,  all  of  which  were  sent  to  Hospital ; these 
were  followed  by  some  six  or  eight  cases  at  Swanley  Junction  about  one 
mile  distant ; which  were  also  removed.  I could  trace  no  connection,  but 
probably  these  cases  were  all  in  direct  sequence  and  were  carried  from  one 
village  to  the  other  as  there  had  not  been  any  Scarlet  Fever  in  there  places 
for  more  than  a year  ; apparently  the  outbreak  is  stopped,  as  there  has  been 
no  case  since  November. 

During  the  last  three  months  of  1901  some  six  or  eight  cases  of  Scarlet 
Fever  were  notified  in  Swanscombe,  but  only  one  of  these  was  sent  to 
Hospital,  with  the  result,  that  probably,  owing  to  their  getting  about  too 
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soon,  we  have  a slight  epidemic  in  Swanscombe  which  has  necessitated  the 
closure  of  the  Infants  School,  to  which  the  children  attacked  all  belong. 

In  Crayford  the  large  number  of  32  cases  were  notified  : of  these  some 
half  dozen  isolated  cases  were  in  Crayford  town ; but  in  Slades  Green,  that 
is  in  the  district  close  adjoining  Erith,  21  cases  were  notified  in  15  families, 
but  these  cases  occurred  at  most  irregular  intervals,  spread  over  a period 
of  nine  months,  and  were  confined  almost  entirely  to  the  new  houses  on  the 
property,  belonging  to  the  S.  E.  and  C.  Railway  Co.  For  some  time  past 
there  has  been  no  fresh  case. 

(2)  Diphtheria  and  Membranous  ©roup.— 36  cases  were  notified 
against  53  last  year  and  107  in  1902 : of  these  21  were  removed  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital.  There  were  five  deaths  giving  a mortality  of  13*9  per 
cent  of  all  children  attacked  and  a death  rate  for  Diphtheria  of  0T2  per  1,000 
population,  that  of  England  and  Wales  (rural)  being  *09  : of  these  live  deaths 
two  were  in  Sutton,  one  a lad  with  old  standing  heart  disease,  a very  doubtful 
case  of  Diphtheria  in  an  outlying  farm  cottage,  the  other,  a woman  of  56, 
who  caught  the  disease  away  from  home  ; the  remaining  three  deaths  were 
children  at  Crockenhill  where  the  complaint  was  epidemic. 

Of  the  36  cases  notified,  eight  were  in  Swanscombe — one  was  a very 
slight  case  notified  as  Membranous  Croup,  another  was  imported  from 
Rochester  ; the  others  were  trivial  cases  of  uncertain  origin — two  cases  in 
Stone  of  which  one  was  severe,  in  a house  where  Diphtheria  cases  had 
occurred  on  twTo  or  three  previous  occasions.  There  was  an  isolated  case  in 
Wilmington  ; four  in  Crayford — two  very  slight,  both  the  others  were  adults 
and  were  contact  cases  ; of  the  remainder  the  first  was  a child  in  Farningham 
on  22nd  of  October  wdiich  case  was  followed  by  a sharp  outbreak  of 
Diphtheria  in  Crockenhill,  where  there  were  17  cases  within  three  weeks 
out  of  which  three  died  and  of  these  the  two  first  died  within  a few  hours 
after  being  discovered.  The  disease  rapidly  spread,  mainly  owing  to  the 
obstinate  carelessness  of  the  people  in  crowding  into  the  infected  houses. 
The  Schools  were  immediately  closed,  with  the  usual  result,  that  after 
the  closure  of  the  Schools  very  few  fresh  cases  were  notified  and  all  within 
the  first  week  except  two  in  December  in  one  family,  one  of  which  died. — 
None  have  been  notified  since  until  the  present  week  (4th  Feb.  1905)  when 
two  fresh  cases  have  turned  up.  In  addition  to  these  other  cases  occurred  in 
some  adjacent  cottages  in  St.  Mary’s  Cray  Parish,  which  belongs  to  Bromley 
Rural  District.  These  were  caught  from  the  Crockenhill  Schools  and  dealt 
with  by  the  Bromley  Authority — I could  only  trace  the  origin  of  this  outbreak 
to  a child  suffering  in  Crockenhill  from  sore  throat  a week  or  two  before 
the  sudden  deaths  of  the  two  first  mentioned  cases,  but  how  the  infection 
was  first  introduced  I could  not  trace.  Excepting  this  epidemic  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  whole  Rural  District  has  been  almost  free  from  Diphtheria, 
a very  different  state  of  things  from  what  existed  four  or  five  years  back 
when  the  disease  seemed  to  be  endemic  in  many  of  the  townships.  This 
alteration  has  been  brought  about  partly  by  lengthened  and  rigid  closure 
of  the  Schools,  but  also  by  the  prompt  and  energetic  action  of  the 
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Inspectors  in  enforcing  strict  isolation,  and  by  the  disinfection  of  all 
infected  houses  and  clothing,  etc.  Anyhow,  we  have  much  cause  to 
congratulate  ourselves  on  the  altered  conditions  and  that  the  trouble  and 
expense  has  not  been  in  vain. 

(3)  Typhoid  Fever. — Enteric  Fever  caused  six  deaths  out  of 
41  cases  notified,  but  of  these  26  cases  and  five  deaths  were  among  non- 
residents, children  in  the  Metropolitan  Imbecile  Asylum,  leaving  only  15 
cases  of  Fever  for  the  Rural  District  of  which  but  one  died  ; of  these  15 
cases  ten  were  treated  in  the  Isolation  Hospital.  The  largest  number  of 
these  cases  7 occurred  in  Crayford,  but  they  were  distributed  over  the 
Parish  and  were  in  no  way  traceable  to  any  local  insanitary  conditions,  a 
number  were  apparently  due  to  eating  shell  fish.  The  26  cases  in  the 
Metropolitan  Asylum,  Darenth,  were  due  to  an  outbreak  in  one  ward 
amongst  a number  of  hopelessly  imbecile  children.  This  outbreak  was 
directly  traceable  to  a broken  drain  which  necessitated  an  extensive 
breaking  up  of  badly  laid  drains,  with  the  result  that  polluted  soil  was 
probably  carried  into  the  lavatories  on  the  feet  of  workmen  employed  in 
making  the  necessary  repairs. 

These  children  were  all  removed  to  the  empty  buildings  of  Gore  Farm 
Hospital  and  there  have  been  no  more  cases  in  the  buildings  of  the  Darenth 
Asylum. 

(4)  Erysipelas. — 40  cases  were  notified  in  the  District,  but  there 
was  no  death. 

(5)  Puerperal  Fever. — 4 cases  were  reported  out  of  which  one  died. 

(6)  Small-pOX. — Only  four  cases  were  notified.  They  were  all 
single  cases,  of  which  the  origin  could  not  be  traced. 

The  long-standing  dispute  between  the  Metropolitan  Asylum  Board 
and  the  Rural  District  of  Dartford  about  the  Asylum  Board  charging  for 
the  cases  of  Small-pox,  introduced  into  the  district  by  workmen  employed 
at  the  New  Buildings  at  Gore  Farm,  etc.,  during  the  Epidemic  of  1901-02, 
has  at  last  been  satisfactorily  settled  by  the  Asylum  Board  consenting  to 
reduce  the  amount  claimed  by  a large  sum  arrived  at  by  excluding  about 
100  cases  partly  of  workmen  employed  by  them,  but  also  very  many  cases 
traced  to  contact  with  these  men.  They  have  also  paid  the  large  sum  of 
£1,000  for  damage  done  to  the  roads,  by  extraordinary  traffic  during  the 
Epidemic. 

PART  II  (B). 

Zymotic  or  Infectious  Diseases  not  notifiable. 

(I)  Measles. — Measles  not  being  a notifiable  disease  in  the  Rural 
District,  I have  no  control  over  its  spread.  It  has  been  very  prevalent 
during  the  past  year  and  has  also  been  very  fatal,  causing  14  deaths.  This 
large  mortality  from  Measles  raises  the  question  as  to  the  desirability  of 
making  Measles  notifiable;  I should  strongly  recommend  the  Council  to 
include  Measles  in  the  list  of  notifiable  diseases, 


Iii  the  last  half  of  the  year  Measles  became  very  prevalent  especially 
in  the  Greenhitlie  and  Stone  district  of  'Swans combe.  So  many  families 
were  absent  from  school  from  this  complaint  that  it  became  necessary  to 
close  the  Greenhitlie  Schools  for  a short  period.  There  were  six  deaths  in 
Swanscombe  and  one  in  Stone  from  this  cause.  It  rapidly  spread  to  the 
surrounding  parishes,  Farningham  was  first  attacked  and  in  August  it 
became  necessary  to  close  this  school.  This  was  rapidly  followed  by  the 
closure  of  the  schools  at  Green-Street-Green  in  September,  Kingsdown  in 
October,  Sutton-at-Hone  in  November  and  Wilmington  in  December.  There 
were  also  three  deaths  from  Measles  in  Crayford  but  it  was  not  necessary 
to  close  these  schools. 


(2)  Whooping  Cough. — Whooping  Cough  was  also  very  prevalent 
during  the  same  period  and  caused  12  deaths  in  the  parishes  of  Eynsford — 
Farningham — Horton  Kirby,  where  there  were  four  deaths.  Stone  two  and 
Swanscombe  one  ; also  three  in  Crayford. 

(3)  Diarrhoea. — Diarrhoea  and  allied  complaints  caused  47  deaths. 
This  is  largely  in  excess  of  the  two  preceding  years  when  they  only  amounted 
to  19  in  1903  and  15  in  1902  but  in  1901  there  were  65  deaths.  These  figures 
are  about  what  we  might  expect  from  the  atmospheric  conditions  of  these 
years. 


The  following  Table  gives  the  deaths  among  infants  from  Diarrhoea  in 
each  parish  and  the  number  of  cases  for  each  month. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

• 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec.  , | 

H 

Ash 

- 1 

- ••• 

...  1 ... 

1 

...  j 1 

Crayford 

i "■ 

i 

1 

3 

4 

1 

...  ! S 

Eynsford 

I 

” i ••• 

. . . 

4 

4 

Farningham 

-1  ... 

... 

1 

i ' 

1 

Horton 

- j ... 

1 

4 

...  5 

Kingsdown 

- 

... 

1 

...  : i 

Stone 

1 

3 

2 

...  1 r> 

Southiieet 

- 

1 

1 

2 

Sutton 

! . * • ■ 

1 

... 

5 

1 

... 

7 

Swanscombe 

i 

... 

... 

5 

... 

C 

Wilmington 

- 

... 

1 

2 

3 

i 

'1'otal 

i 

1 

2 

1 

1 

7 

28 

3 

... 

44 

20 


1 

• I 


There  were  also  three  adult  deaths  (two  Swanscombe,  one  Eynsford). 
The  number  of  these  deaths  were  all  in  fair  proportion  to  the  population 
and  in  no  parish  was  Diarrhoea  in  any  sense  Epidemic. 

(4)  Influenza  . — Influenza  never  assumed  an  Epidemic  form  through, 
out  the  year  and  the  cases  were  generally  less  severe. 

Before  concluding  my  Report  I must  again  call  attention  to  the 
dreadful  state  of  some  of  the  unmade  roads  in  Swanscombe  Parish.  Of 
these  Knockholt  Chase,  or  the  Chase,  is  a road  connecting  the  London 
Road  with  Knockholt,  which  has  some  50  or  00  houses  is  almost  completely 
buiit  up — it  has  become  an  important  thoroughfare  and  would  be  much 
used,  if  jthe  roadway  was  passable.  It  is  deeply  rutted  and  the  centre 
part  is  flooded  in  wet  weather,  the  path  is  on  the  opposite  side  to  the 
houses  and  in  some  places  for  weeks  together  it  is  impossible  to  cross  and 
the  people  arid  children  cannot  get  to  their  homes.  The  water  gets  foul 
and  green  from  filth  and  is  undoubtedly  a menace  to  the  health  of  the 
inhabitants.  An  application  has  recently  been  made  for  Urban  powers  to 
enable  the  District  Council  to  have  the  road  made  up  and  I trust  the  Local 
Government  Board  will  grant  the  request,  as  it  is  supported  by  the 
members  for  the  parish  and  by  numerous  inhabitants.  As  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  I look  upon  this  as  an  urgent  necessity. 

The  Reports  of  the  four  Inspectors  are  annexed  and  give  full  details  of 
the  work  they  have  done.  1 cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  way  they  have 
performed  their  duties  and  the  thorough  manner  in  which  they  have  seen 
that  all  Sanitary  defects  are  put  right,  and  so  promptly  attended  to  the 
disinfection  and  isolation  of  all  infectious  cases,  and  so  assiduously  and 
willingly  responded  to  every  call  and  emergency. 

The  special  forms  of  Report  supplied  by  the  Local  Government  Board 
are  appended.  They  deal  with 

Table  I. — Vital  Statistics  of  the  whole  District  during  1904  and 
previous  years. 

Table  II. — Vital  Statistics  of  separate  localities  in  1904  and  previous 
years. 

Table  III. — Cases  of  infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  year  1904. 

Table  IV. — Causes  of,  and  ages  at,  Death  during  1904. 

I have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Yours  faithfully, 

Sylvester  Richmond,  M.D* 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


INSPECTORS’  REPORTS,  1904. 


Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Longhurst. 

Miles. 

Goreham. 

Tiley. 

1.  Complaints  received  and  investigated 

57 

234 

6 

84 

2.  Inspections  made. 

constant 

many 

constant 

'constant 

3.  Dwelling  Houses  closed. 

— 

4 

— 

1 

4.  Plans  passed  for  new  houses... 

— 

27 

26 

16 

5.  Plans  passed  for  new  additions 

— 

4 

8 

5 

6.  Defective  roofs  repaired 

35 

— 

6 

46 

7.  Yards  paved,  repaired  and  drained  ... 

7 

— 

1 

47 

8.  Animals  improperly  kept. — Removed 

— 

— 

1 

12 

9.  Defective  drains  repaired 

37 

17 

119 

110 

10.  Fruit-pickers’  huts  whitewashed 

200 

48 

— 

181 

11.  Water  laid  on  and  wells  abolished 

3 

3 

— 

9 

12.  Old  wells  cleansed  or  abolished 

5 

— 

1 

2 

13.  Samples  of  water  analysed 

— 

— 

- 

3 

14.  New  ash  pits  or  dust  bins  provided  ... 

16 

16 

532 

7 

15.  Overcrowding  abated 

— 

4 

4 

1 

16.  Cesspools  abolished  and  houses  connected 
with  sewer  ... 

5 

37 

— 

— 

17.  Cesspools  repaired 

17 

— 

22 

13 

18.  New  cesspools  provided 

13 

— 

6 

15 

19.  Privy  pits  abolished  ... 

: e 

16 

— 

6 

20.  Privies  emptied 

683 

34 

199 

345 

21.  Cesspools  emptied 

1014 

347 

1848 

1752 

22.  Loads  of  sewage  removed 

3131 

978 

5323 

7402 

23.  Loads  of  ashes  and  house  refuse  removed 

872 

1870 

uncounted 

2249 

24.  Infectious  cases  removed  to  Hospital 

24 

45 

17 

29 

25.  Small  pox  cases  removed  to  Hospital 

— 

— 

3 

— 

26.  Houses  disinfected  after  infectious  disease  ... 

23 

53 

50 

31 

27.  Schools  disinfected  after  infectious  desease  ... 

1 

— 

2 

1 

28.  Sanitary  defects  in  schools  repaired  ... 

1 

2 

2 

2 

29.  Cowsheds  cleaned  and  whitewashed  ... 

14 

6 

9 

6 

30.  Slaughter  houses,  milk  shops,  dairies  and 
bakehouses  inspected  and  whitewashed  ... 

13 

34 

24 

28 

TABLE  I. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1904  and  Previous  Years, 


Births. 

Total  Deaths  Registered  in  the  District. 

Nett  Deaths  at  all 

Ages  belonging  to 
the  District. 

Under  1 Year  of  Age. 

At  all  Ages. 

Total 

Deaths 

in 

Public 
Institutions 
in  the 
District. 

Deaths  of 
Non- 

Deaths  of 
Residents 
registered 
in  Public 
Institutions 
beyond  the 
District. 

YEAR. 

Population 
estimated  to 
middle  of  each 
year. 

Number. 

Rate.® 

Number. 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Births 
Registered 

Number. 

Kate.® 

residents 
registered 
in  Public 
Institutions 
in  the 
District. 

Number. 

Rate.® 

1894 

34662 

972 

28  0 

105 

108 

493 

14-2 

188 

157 

31 

367 

40*5 

1895 

35309 

1008 

28’5 

126 

125 

562 

15-9 

168 

122 

45 

485 

43-7 

1896 

35956 

1029 

28*9 

127 

123 

543 

15-1 

170 

114 

55 

484 

43*4 

1897 

36603 

1037 

28-3 

164 

158 

591 

161 

192 

126 

66 

534 

14-5- 

1898 

37250 

1016 

27-2 

173 

170 

625 

167 

178 

118 

56 

563 

154 

1899 

37897 

1085 

28-6 

169 

155 

582 

15-3 

185 

112 

73 

543 

14-J 

1900 

38544 

1091 

28*3 

116 

o 

CO 

T— 1 

532 

13-8 

199 

111 

88 

509 

4T2 

1901 

39193 

1096 

27-9 

191 

173 

641 

16-3 

213 

14L 

72 

572 

14-5 

1902 

38080 

1115 

29-2 

132 

118 

692 

18-1 

349 

247 

81 

523 

137 

1903 

38739 

1058 

• 

27*2 

107 

101 

473 

12-1 

188 

131 

57 

309 

10L! 

Averages 
for  years 
1894--1903. 

37223 

1 

1050 

28 -2 

144 

o 

CO 

T““ 

573 

15’3 

203 

138 

1 

62 

497 

43-3 

1904 

39305 

1021 

25-9 

128 

125 

527 

13-4 

185 

\ 1— *■ 

to 

! OO 

j 56 

455 

44-5 

* Rates  in  Columns  4,  8,  and  13  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 


Area  of  District  in  Acres 
(exclusive  of  Area 
covered  by  water)  - 38891 


Total  population  at  all  ages  39493^  § . 

I a o 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  ...  ...  6937  qS 

| +->  «*-■ 

Average  Number  of  Persons  per  House  5*4  ^ 


i. 

Institutions  within  the  District 
receiving  Sick  and  Infirm  Persons  from 
outside  the  District. 


1.  City  of  London  Asylum. 

2.  Metropolitan  Asylum,  Darenth. 

3.  Gore  Farm  Hospital  (now  empty, 
but  temporarily  used  for  Imbeciles) 

4.  St.  Bartholomew’s  Kettlewell 

Home,  Swanley  Junction. 

G.  White  Oak  Eye  Hospital, 
Swanley  Junction. 

G.  Park  wood  Hospitals  Con  vales-  j 
cent  Home,  Horton  Kirby. 


n. 

Institutions  outside  the  District 
receiving  Sick  and  Infirm  Persons  from 
the  District, 


1.  Workhouse  Infirmary.  Dartford. 

2.  Bow  Arrow  Isolation  Hospital, 

Dartford. 

3.  Livingstone  Cottage  Hospital, 

Dartford. 

4.  Small-pox  Hospital,  Joyce 
Green,  Dartford. 


in. 

Other  Institutions  the  Deaths  in  which 
have  been  distributed  among  the  several 
Localities  in  the  District. 


1.  Arethusa  Training  Ship  (off 
Greenhithe. 

2.  Warspite  Training  Ship  (off 
Stone. 


Vital  Statistics  of  Separate  Localities  in  1904  and  Previous  Years. 
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TABLE  III. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1904. 
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